












The State of New Hampshire 

Department of Environmental Services 

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 

EMAJLONLY 

July7, 2017 

The Horiorable Mindi II s s smer 
Heallh, Human Services & Elderly Affairs ConvniUee 
Legisiative ODioe Building, Room 205 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

The HorlOlable Martha Fuller Clark 
Senate Energy Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 102-A 
ConCXJfd, New Hampshire 03301 

The Honorable Mike Edgar 
The Honorable Henry Marsh 
The Honorable Dennis Malloy 
The Honorable Becky McSealh 
The Honorable Pam Gordon 
The Honorable Tamara Le 
The Honorable Phil Bean 
The Honorable Lawa Panlelakos 
The Honorable Renny Cushing 
New Hampshire House of Representatives 
Legislative Office Building 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

SUBJECT: Coakley Landfill Superfund Sile 

Dear Representative Messmer, Senator Fuler Clark, et al.: 

Thank you for your letter of June 29, expressing concerns relative to surface water impacts from 
the Coakley Landfill Superfund site. The New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (NHDES) shares these concerns, and believes 1hat the migration of contaminants from 
site groundwater to surface water and the resultant impacts on Berrys Brook are unaa:eptable 
and need to be addressed. Acting in its support role, NHDES has communicaled these 
concerns to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), which seNeS as the lead 
agency for management and oversight of the Coakley site. Our concerns can be divided into 
three areas. 

First. and in the near term, NHDES believes that signage to alert the public to the presence of 
contaminants in the adjacent wetlands, seasonally flooded railroad bed, and the uppermost 
reach of Benys Brook is appropriate. We have discussed this is5ue with USEPA and are 
working with them to determine how to best aca:xnplish this. 
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Second, with regard to the expressed concems about potential impads to fish in Benys Brook, 
NHDES believes that additional work needs to be completed, in concert with NH Fish & Game 
(NHFG), to determine whether the surface water quality in the lower reaches of the brook poses 
any risk to recreational anglers who catch and consume the stocked brown trout or other 
species from the brook. Since early May, NHDES has been engaged wilh USEPA on this topic. 
NHFG is currently working to address a number of relevant questions developed by USEPA 
about the fisheries. Once that infoonation is received, we will work with USEPA and NHFG to 
detennine how best to address this question. 

Third, NHDES believes that actions need to be implemented at the site to provide additional 
removal or containment of the contamination, in order to mitigate these surface water quality 
impacts_ In the long run, this will be the most reliable way to limit exposure to site contaminants 
via the SUlface water pathway. 

NHDES and USEPA are meeting during the week of July 10 in order to determine action items 
for each of these areas of concern. Following those discussions, I will be prepared to provide 
further details. 

Thank you again for your leUer and your interest in this topic. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

~::Y~r:::,:_---... 2$.!:~ 

Michael J. Wunsatt. P.G., Director 
Waste Management Division 
Tel. (603) 271-1997 
Email: michael.wimsatt@des.nh.gov 

Waste 
Management 
Division 

ec: Paul Sanderson, Seleclman, Town of Greenland 
Karen Anderson, Town Administra1Dr, Greenland 
Martha Wassell, Health Officer. Town of Greenland 
Andrew Hoffman. NHDES 
Gerardo MJUan-Ramos, USEPA 
Jim Murphy, USEPA 
Doug Grout, NH FISh & Game Department 
Patrick Carroll. Office of Rep. Carol Shea Porter 
Maddie DeSantis. Office of Rep. Carol Shea Porter 
Liz Wester, Office of Sen. Jeame Shaheen 
Wdriam Hinkle, Office of Sen. Maggie Hassan 
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